
HAPPY EASTER FROM THE STAFF OF 

THE CHILDREN OF ST. MARTHA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

SPRING PRAYER 
For flowers that bloom about our feet; 

For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet; 
For song of bird, and hum of bee; 
For all things fair we hear or see, 
Father in heaven, we thank Thee! 

. 
For blue of stream and blue of sky; 

For pleasant shade of branches high; 
For fragrant air and cooling breeze; 
For beauty of the blooming trees, 

Father in heaven, we thank Thee! 
 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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Principal Message: April 2021 

Report Cards were issued on Thursday, March 18th followed by our two-day, parent/teacher 

phone and virtual interviews on March 24th & 25th, 2021. What a wonderful time of year to 

celebrate the learning that has occurred from the start of the school year until now. Thank you for 

sharing in this time as we acknowledge our appreciation of each child’s individual strengths, 

their learning goals, and their growth so far this school year.   

Our little “GEM” of a school does so many wonderful things!  Recent events include: 

Read-a-thon:   

A school council sponsored Read-a-thon fundraiser that not only encouraged 

reading across Canada but also brought in enough money for the purchase of 

$2,847.50 worth of new books for our school. We are so grateful to our 

school council and all of your support while helping us build our reading 

resources for our classrooms and library.  Congratulations to those students 

that had their names drawn for a prize. The following students will each take 

home a brand new book of their choice!  

 

 

Blankets of Hope:                            https://blanketsofhope.com/     

For the third year in a row, Children of St. Martha School received 200 blankets 

from Blankets of Hope. The project involves having our 

students write handwritten notes of kindness, faith, love and 

hope which are attached to each blanket. This year, Streets 

Alive distributed CSM blankets of hope in our local 

community.  

Mrs. McIntosh set up a virtual “kindness 

workshop” with Mike and Nick where our students 

got to ask question and interact with both founders of The Blankets of 

Hope! Our students were inspired by their video and story. Each of our 

students were encouraged to pray over the blankets and for those who will 

receive them. Blankets of Hope truly brings our school community 

together every Lent through prayer and giving. A big thank you to Mrs. 

McIntosh, Mrs. Maier and Ms. Kristjanson for leading this school wide 

kindness event.   

 

https://blanketsofhope.com/


Read With Us: School Wide Book Study  

We have recently completed our school wide book study, “The Wild Robot” 

by Peter Brown. What an adventure of fun and excitement for our entire 

school community. Throughout our book study, students were challenged to 

complete a choice board of 5 extension cross-curricular activities in order to 

have their names entered in a draw for a bike, compliments of Ken & Jody Gentek. 

Audio playlists, artistic drawings, predictive writing, coding, journal 

entries, & stem projects were all part of the learning endured. 

Congratulations to Amy, Saaliha, & Jubilee as they were the 

recipients of a brand new bike! 

In our closing virtual assembly, a special congratulatory message was 

given to all our students and staff from Holy Spirit 

Superintendent, Mr. Ken Sampson. We are so thankful for his 

kind words, care and support he has provided to our Holy Spirit 

School District throughout this entire school year. God bless you, 

Mr. Sampson! We would like to thank our sponsors: The Ellert 

family, Ken & Jody Gentek (Fire Safety Services Ltd.), Jack & 

Pat Whimster and our wonderful School Council for providing a 

book for all students to take home and read with their families! 

We would also like to thank Mr. & Mrs. Born for their kind 

donation that will be used for a school wide Destination 

Exploration Robotic workshop! We are truly grateful for all of 

the kind donations that were made to our school. A big shout out to Mrs.Maier and Mrs. 

J. Collier for their leadership of this wonderful school wide journey!  

University of Lethbridge Pronghorns Basketball Sessions:   

 

Our grade 5 & 6 students, were able meet each of the U of L BBALL players and received 2 weeks of 

basketball sessions (compliments of our U of L athletes). Although we needed to be creative in how to 
offer this type of collaboration, the U of L coaches, both Dave Waknuk & Paige Crozon, & athletes, 

embraced this partnership with open arms and sessions were run through a virtual format.  The impact of 

offering learning opportunities for our students that include the chance to meet and interact with top notch 
athletes, leaders and mentors from the U of L is heart-warming to say the least.  I cannot say enough 

about how truly special this type of collaboration is for our students. During these challenging times, we 

are HOPEFUL when we are afforded exciting opportunities like these! A big shout out to the U of L 
Pronghorns!  

We truly are a special little school…. A little GEM of Southern Alberta!  

Children of St. Martha… That’s MY School!  

Wishing you all a wonderful Easter break. God Bless our CSM Family! 

Mrs. Shannon Collier     Mii ss ta Ki an nis Ki a Kii  

CSM Principal 



Associate Principal Message April 2021 

Easter is the most significant season in the Catholic Church. On Easter Sunday, 

we celebrate the resurrection of Christ. Easter follows the 40 days of lent, when 

Catholics are asked to deepen their relationship with Christ through prayer, 

fasting and almsgiving. Our Lenten journey is meant to help us understand that 

Jesus’ journey to the cross was not easy. On Holy Thursday, the last day of 

classes before Easter weekend we were blessed to be led by our student teacher 

Mr. Kevin Towes and the Grade Five class in the Stations of the Cross. 

Participating in the Stations of the Cross and following Jesus’ journey helps us to 

both connect to and reflect on our own journey. We wait in anticipation for Easter 

Sunday when we celebrate that we can rise again with Him. Easter is a day of 

celebration because it represents the fulfilment of scripture. Through his death, 

Christ saved us from our sins and in giving us the promise of new life he has 

given us the greatest gift. 

We wish you and your family a blessed and holy Easter season.  

 

https://www.crs.org/get-involved/learn/resource-center/easter-prayers-crs 

Happening in April 

On April 28th Father Monis will be bringing Adoration to our students. Eucharistic Adoration is 

the worship of the Eucharist outside of the Mass. We will set up a sacred space in the school in 

which the Eucharistic Host will be displayed in a monstrance and classes will be invited to see 

and pray in the presence of Christ. Students will learn more about the history and 

importance of this practice throughout the month of April.   

https://www.crs.org/get-involved/learn/resource-center/easter-prayers-crs


 

 

 

 

  

 
 

But someone will say, “you have faith and i have works.” 
Show me your faith apart from your works, and I by my 
works will show you my faith.”        James 2:18 

 

FAITH IN ACTION 

March:     Forgiveness ssaaki' to mo ksi s in 

 



Registrations 

Registration is well under way for the 2021-2022 school year. If your child will be attending our 
school next year, please go to our website and register your child as soon as possible. Call the 
office to let us know if your child will be moving to a new school and which one it will be. If you 
require use of a computer or assistance we have one set up in our office which is available by 
appointment to use. Phone the office 403 381-8110 to set up an appointment and we would be 
happy to walk you through it.  

Please be sure you are registering using the applicable form: 

 2021-2022 K-12 Registration Update Form or the 

 2021-2022 Early Learning Program Registration Update Form 

If you live in west Lethbridge and are presently attending CSM, do NOT use the “Out of Boundary Form”. 

 If registrations that are done on the wrong form, they will be denied and will have to be done on the 

appropriate form. Any questions or concerns can be directed to our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Looking for something to do after school? Want your child to interact with someone new? Big 

Brothers Big Sisters are looking for Littles to join their virtual teen mentoring program!  

Easy application, minimal commitment, something fun and safe to do! Snack and pre-planned 

activities provided. Activities range from trivia games, word games, experiments, crafts, 

challenges and much more!  

 

If you are unable to participate virtually, and still want to join, don’t worry! They are also taking 

applications for the 2021-2022 school year! 

 

For more information or to have an application sent home, please contact Mallory Kristjanson, 

Family First Facilitator at 403-634-8928 or by way of email at kristjansonm@Holyspirit.ab.ca 

mailto:kristjansonm@Holyspirit.ab.ca


Alleluia!  Jesus is risen!  We rejoice that we are now celebrating the Easter 
season but on our recent journey through Holy Week, we recalled the story 
of the Passion and remembered the suffering of Christ.  We experienced 
his pain as he was misjudged, persecuted, and ultimately crucified.  And yet 
there was hope through the resurrection.  

Jesus lives on in each of us - his goodness, his decency, his empathy, and his 
mercy are the gifts he has left us with.  We are called to build the kingdom 
of God and one of the ways we do this is by teaching our children to be 
empathetic like Jesus.  He felt the pain of others, he deeply understood 
their needs and entered into their experiences.  Parents teach 
their children such important moral lessons every day.  
If you would like to read some ideas about how to  
cultivate empathy in your children, you might like to check 
out this article.  

April

During this pandemic, we are hearing that some students are spending just 
too much time online.  We all need a gentle reminder perhaps to put down 
our devices and “look up”!  That includes the kids and moms and dads too!  
There’s no better time to “look up” than in the springtime!  Spend some time 
outside this spring - enjoy the nature that God created. Parents, what was 
your favourite thing to do outside when you were your child’s age?  Spend 
some time with your child enjoying that activity and creating a beautiful 
memory together!  That memory will last a lot longer than the pleasure gained 
by any amount of time scrolling through social media.

In the meantime, if you want some great tips to consider as you 
supervise your child’s use of media, you might like to explore 
the resources at Common Sense Media. 

All students in Alberta learn about digital citizenship but in our Catholic schools, 
digital citizenship is taught through the Catholic perspective which is always 
about maintaining and promoting the dignity of the human person.  It is so 
important to teach our children how to be empathetic as they are learning to 
use digital media.  We teach our students how to ensure their digital footprint is 
one in which they maintain their own dignity as well as the dignity of those with 
whom they are communicating.  

This document created by the Institute for Catholic Education in Ontario is very 
much in line with what is happening each day in our Alberta Catholic schools too.  
Perhaps some of the items on this poster might be helpful to you as you work 
with your child’s school to teach digital citizenship at home too.  

Pope Francis offers this encouragement to young people: “You can 
become what God your Creator knows you are, if only you realize that 
you are called to something greater. Ask the help of the Holy Spirit and 
confidently aim for the great goal of holiness. In this way,...you will be 
fully yourself.” 

We hope you are enjoying the Mass Transit Cards  
to discuss the Sunday Gospel with your family.  

To access the April cards, click here.

Faith & Family

Catholic Education

“Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, 
as God in Christ has forgiven you.”

(Ephesians 4:32)

Holy Spirit Catholic Schools  ●  Department of Religious Education  ●  April 2021

We have discovered, especially this year, how important it is to be gentle 
with each other. Today, we engage so much in the digital world. Because 
of this, it is important that we teach children to be just as empathetic with 
the person they are interacting with online as they are with a friend sitting 
beside them in their classroom.  

In the 2020 edition of The Catholic Perspective, the Institute for Catholic 
Education highlighted the life of Carlo Acutis. As they shared in this article, 
there are many young people who give wonderful witness to how to be 
empathetic in their online interactions, using the power of media for good. 
They noted, “The Holy Father offers the example of the newly beatified 
Carlo Acutis as a digital witness for young people. Carlo is being called 
a #DigitalDisciple and #CyberApostle for the way he witnessed to his 
devotion to the Eucharist in his online work…He created a website that 
gathered and shared information about Eucharistic miracles...”  
Carlo demonstrated beautifully how to live a dignified online presence.  

“The Church recognizes the importance of digital culture, especially in the 
lives of young people.” We are grateful that we have the gift of technology 
and our prayer is that we use it to help to share the Good News. “In our 
Catholic schools we are teaching our students that we don’t equate faith in 
Jesus with the culture of ‘influencers’ and ‘followers’”, but to discover their 
own life in the context of their community of faith. (Institute for Catholic 
Education) Let us give thanks that we have good and holy people showing 
us the way to live good and holy lives - in person and online!

 Special Days to Remember

1    Holy Thursday
2    Good Friday
3    Holy Saturday
4    Easter Sunday
17  Memorial of St. Kateri Tekakwitha
25  World Day of Prayer for Vocations

Be Gracious

Transformed by the Journey

Month of the Holy Spirit

Be Grateful

Adapted from Teaching Kids to Care (Sr. Janet Schaeffler, OP)

Click here for a printable version of this prayer.

Monthly Theme: Empathy in a Digital World

God of all, 
I know that everyone doesn’t look like me, 

act like me, and think like me. 
Yet you’ve created us as one family,

one remarkable family 
with many differences.

You call us to live in community.
Deepen our empathy, 

our ways of feeling with others,
of understanding each one

and appreciating the beauty of all.
May your empathy lead us more 

and more to feel your presence with us. 
Amen.

Sources: Loyola Press, “How to Raise Kids Who Care”, Institute for Catholic Education 

f

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/family/catholic-teens/making-moral-choices/how-to-raise-kids-who-care/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://iceont.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Digital-Citizenship-Tool-Reflection-Poster.jpg
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_20670192/File/Faith/eNewsletters/Mass-Transit-Cards_April-2021.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yC_oZIY_f5w
https://iceont.ca/digital-citizenship/
https://iceont.ca/digital-citizenship/
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_20670192/File/Faith/eNewsletters/Prayer_April 2021-6x4.pdf
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/family/catholic-teens/making-moral-choices/how-to-raise-kids-who-care/
https://iceont.ca/digital-citizenship/


 

Holy Spirit Catholic School Division…where children are cherished and achieve their potential. 

Call for Audit Committee  
Public Members 

The Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate School Division is requesting applications from members of 
the public to fill two (2) positions on the school division’s Audit Committee as public members.  

Under the new Education Act, the school division’s Audit Committee is to be comprised of three (3) 
trustees and two (2) members of the public – one from the business community and one from the 
adult learning community.  

The Committee will be responsible for:  

• recommending external auditors to the Board;  

• reviewing the annual financial statements and reporting to the Board; and  

• ensuring appropriate internal controls exist and are maintained.  

Qualifications for the public members:  

• A member of either the business or adult learning community; 

• Ideally have financial experience and/or a professional accounting designation;  

• Independent to the school division; and  

• No financial or personal interests with the school division’s audit firm, KPMG.  

Public members will be compensated for their time on the Audit Committee, as per Board Policy 18, 
Appendix A: Trustee Compensation, Allowances and Reimbursement Rates. If you are interested in 
serving on the Audit Committee, please submit a letter of interest that includes a brief summary of 
your work experience and qualifications to: 

Lisa Palmarin, Secretary-Treasurer 
The Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate School Division 

620 12B Street North, Lethbridge AB   T1H 2L7 

Email: secretarytreasurer@holyspirit.ab.ca 

Fax: 403-327-9595 

Deadline for applications is on or before April 30, 2021  

For further information, please contact Lisa Palmarin, Secretary-Treasurer, by phone (403-327-9555) 
or email (secretarytreasurer@holyspirit.ab.ca). 

https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_20670192/File/Resources_Publications/Policies_Procedures/Policies/2019-2020/Policy%2018A%20-%20Appendix%20A%20Trustee%20Compensation,%20Allowances%20and%20Reimbursement%20Rates.pdf
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_20670192/File/Resources_Publications/Policies_Procedures/Policies/2019-2020/Policy%2018A%20-%20Appendix%20A%20Trustee%20Compensation,%20Allowances%20and%20Reimbursement%20Rates.pdf
mailto:secretarytreasurer@holyspirit.ab.ca
mailto:secretarytreasurer@holyspirit.ab.ca
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